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Centennial

meetings
The City of Beacon turns 100 in

May 2013.  Planning meetings will

be held January 3, 17, and 31 at 7

p.m. at the Beacon Elks Lodge on

Wolcott Avenue. 

There is also still time to buy adver-

tisement space in the centennial pro-

gram book.  Beacon community

organizations who have not submitted

their histories must do so as soon as

possible.  More information is avail-

able at the meetings and at the website

http://www.beaconat100.com/.”

LTH events
In observance of New Year’s Day,

the Lewis Tompkins Hose Fire

Company has changed its scheduled

meeting night of Tuesday, January 1

to Tuesday January 7. 

On Sunday, January 27, the fire

company will honor the late Robert

Cramer, the first Lewis Tompkins

Hose Fire Company member

deceased in a line of duty death in

1955. Mass will be held St.John’s

Church , Willow Street at 7:30am.

Breakfast will follow at the Fire

Station, 13 South Avenue.

Beacon

Wrestling Club
The Beacon Wrestling Club invites

kids between the ages of 5 and 14

to join for its next session,

December 11 to March 22 on

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

evenings in the Rombout Middle

School cafeteria from 6 to 7 p.m. for

ages 5 to 9 and 7 Additional infor-

mation can be obtained by contact-

ing Kevin at 838-2583 or

k.davis89@verizon.net

Beacon

Centennial
The City of Beacon turns 100 next

May.  The Beacon Centennial

Committee is preparing a commemo-

rative program to be distributed in the

spring of 2013.  This program will

highlight our historic past, cultivated

present and bright future.  Please con-

sider purchasing an ad in the program

or being listed as a “Friend of the City

of Beacon”.  The proceeds from your

journal ads will help defray the costs of

the events being planned for the

Centennial Celebration.  Please contact

Andrew Forman A.S.A.P. about sub-

mitting an ad into the program.  He can

be reached at (845) 831-2144 or ajfor-

man@optonline.net.

Kid’s Place

Youth Program
“The Club,” a recreational middle

school program, will be hosting an

open house this week from 3:30 p.m.

to 6:30 p.m. This program is located

at 23 West Center Street at the Beacon

Community Resource Center. Parents 
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Salvation Army brightens

Christmas for local families

Salvation Army workers and volunteers pose with some of the gifts from last week’s toy distribution. From left: Salvation Army

case worker Patti O’Dell, Salvation Army Captain Doris Gonzales, and Dutchess County Healthy Families volunteers Jennifer

Herman and Tamara Coston.                 
                  

                  
                  

                  
                  

          —photo by Melina Makris

By Melina Makris

BEACON—More than 150 local

families will have a brighter Christmas

this year, thanks to the Beacon

Salvation Army and those who support-

ed it with donations. 

“We’re very blessed, we’re very

grateful,” said Salvation Army Captain

Doris Gonzales as she stood in the

organization’s chapel at the back of its

Main Street home last week, overseeing

the distrubtion of bags filled with items

for families who need help.

The Christmas Assistance campaign

is an annual event. The Salvation Army

begins taking applications in the second

week of November and distributes the

collected items the week before

Christmas.
Although Gonzales said the number

of families in need remained fairly

steady this year, donations to the signa-

ture red kettles, a major source of the

Salvation Army’s funding, were fewer. 

“The general giver is being more cau-

tious with their dollar,” Gonzales said. 

In addition, some of the locations

where the organization has traditionally

placed bell-ringers and kettles during

the holiday season have limited the

amount of time the volunteers can

spend accepting donations.

Despite the challenges, however,

Gonzales remains positive. 

“Some really generous people pushed

in at the last minute,” she said, then

added, “We were blessed that whatever

we committed to we were able to deliv-

er,” she said.

And deliver they did. With help from

volunteers from a variety of community

organizations, the bags filled with kid-

style goodies like sleds, LEGOs, Spider

Man and Avengers toys, and

Lalaloopsie dolls were distributed to

families whose kids will certainly

delight in them on Christmas morning.

“The Monster Dolls were the hot

item,” Gonzales said. 

One of the volunteers who helped out

was Tamara Coston of Dutchess County

Healthy Families.

“It’s always good to be able to give

back,” she said. “It’s great. It’s fun.” 

And donors need not worry that their

donation has gone to waste even if there

wasn’t a family to take it. The Salvation

Army runs an ongoing youth program

and any leftover toys will be used there.

In fact, the organization welcomes toy

donations throughout the year.

“They always go to children,”

Gonzales said of the toys. 

In addition to toys, families were also

given a box of non-perishable food

items from Hannaford and a Key Food

gift certificate that would allow them to

purchase a turkey, ham or other meat

for their Christmas celebration. 

For additional information about the

Salvation Army’s programs, those

interested may call the Beacon site at

831-1253. 

Dog park plans February opening

A sign at the future site of the Beacon

Dog Park indicates how far the group

has gotten with fundraising.

By Goldee Greene

Staff Writer

BEACON – Dogs will soon run free

at memorial park as the 45,000-square-

foot Beacon Dog Park is slated for an

early February opening. The not-for-

profit organization has nearly reached

its $35,000 goal through fundraising

and contributions over a two-and-a-

half-year period.

Dog Park founder and president Jeff

McHugh expressed optimism. “Over

the past six weeks, we have all enthusi-

astically watched the park materialize

before our eyes,” he said. “I am delight-

ed to report that the main construction

of the park is now complete. All phase

I goals have been met, including two

separate enclosures to accommodate

large and small dogs, a key entry gate

and working water hydrants. Over the

next six to eight weeks, we will pur-

chase and install donor appreciation

plaques, signage, information boards, a

brick garden, trash cans, benches and

other things.”

“This has been a true community

effort,” said co-organizer Libby Faison,

who owns Beacon Bakery on Main

Street. “So many people and organiza-

tions have generously supported

Beacon Dog Park.” She also noted that

volunteers will run the park.

Membership is open to all

Beaconites, as well as surrounding

Continued on pg 2

‘Bridge Music’ exhibitillustrates sound principlesby Kate Goldsmith
LAGRANGE—The words “math,”

“physics” and “fun” are not often used in
the same sentence, but Irvin Miller is on a
mission to change that.Miller, director of the Math & Physics

Exploration (the Exploration Center) in
LaGrange, helps students find the joy in
developing their skills so they can excel in
technology—or, at the very least, gain con-
fidence in their abilities.“I love math,” said Miller. “Some peo-

ple play the piano, the violin. Math is the
thing that’s fun for me.”His teaching methods are unconvention-

al, even groundbreaking. The focus is on
logic and understanding the patterns inher-
ent in various mathematical functions, with
emphasis on their everyday applications.

The results could be described as expo-
nential, starting with small challenges like
adding 9 to a number and graduating to
multiplying double-digit numbers in one’s
head and solving complex puzzles.

Miller has tutored individual students
(including a few who became Arlington
High School valedictorians and salutatori-
ans) and instructed children in local school
districts, plus parents and teachers who
want to keep students’ skills sharp.

Three of his current fifth-grade students
can manually solve a mathematics problem
(10.375) that no other fifth-graders in the
country can solve.With a doctorate in experimental high-

energy physics and an undergraduate
degree in electrical engineering, Miller
worked at IBM and the Watson Research
Center for nearly three decades, becoming
the leading world expert in business com-
puter graphics and publishing an article in
the Harvard Business Review (November
1969).

An extraordinary grasp of mathematics
was a requisite for Miller’s profession, but
personally he also found the subject fun
and thought provoking. However, he found
the standard methods of teaching math to
be lacking.

What began as a lifelong pursuit culmi-
nated with the Exploration Center.“Despite my extensive education and

experience, I discovered that everything I
had been taught in mathematics was either
incomplete or inaccurate,” Miller said.

Take zero, for example.“When we’re taught about zero, the first
thing we’re taught is that zero is a place-
holder,” said Miller.In actuality, Miller said, “every number

is a placeholder.”“The concept of zero was not really
clear,” he said. “The reason zero acts the
way it does, is because it’s the number
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County auto center,grant program finalized
by Rich Flaherty

POUGHKEEPSIE—Dutchess
County Executive Marcus J. Molinaro
signed Executive Orders No. 6 and No.
7 of 2012 as part of the 2013 Dutchess
County Budget for consolidation to
save money and improve efficiency.

Executive Order No. 6 of 2012
authorizes the realignment of the auto
center from the Division of Central
Services to the Department of Public
Works.

Molinaro said it was a “logical
realignment” because the Highway
Division of Public Works is already
responsible for the management and
oversight of the highway and engineer-
ing equipment maintenance garage and
employs mechanics, garage supervisors
and related support staff.“This Executive Order begins the

first steps toward the massive reorgani-
zation of the Department of Public
Works, producing savings for our tax-
payers and creating a more effective
department structure,” said Molinaro.

Executive Order No. 7 of 2012 will
create the Agency Partner Grant
Program and the Municipal
Consolidation and Shared Services
Grant Program. The goal is a new
methodology for the allocation of coun-
ty funds.

The Agency Partner Grant Program
provides a structure for appropriation
of funds to nonprofit community
agency partners through a transparent,
competitive and outcome-based
process in order to ensure that county
money is spent effectively on address-
ing county needs.In addition, the Municipal

Consolidation and Shared Services
Grant program provides $2 million in
competitive funds to incentivize con-
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LaGrange center fosters funin math, physics exploration

Enjoy local art exhibitions ... page 11

continued on page 3
Irvin Miller, director of the Math & Physics Exploration in LaGrange, demonstrates The Snake, a series of

balls connected to strings of varying sizes. When the balls are set in motion all at once, they immediately

begin to undulate like a snake, because the different lengths of strings causes them to swing at different

speeds. Inset: A toy roller coaster ride presents physics in a fun way. Below: Miller and and Exploration

Center volunteer Susan Petroccia, a retired teacher, hold tuning forks that illustrate the principle behind

“Bridge Music,” Joseph Bertolozzi’s composition featuring sampled sounds of the Mid-Hudson Bridge, which

were struck with various beaters to make musical tones. A glockenspiel (to Petroccia’s left) allows visitors to

experience the process of striking metal objects that differ in size to produce a spectrum of pitches. The

“Bridge Music” installation will be at the Exploration Center through March. Photos by Kate Goldsmith

continued on page 6

By Rich Flaherty
FISHKILL - Just about one year ago, a local sen-

ior at John Jay High School  launched a new com-
puter business and founded AIT Consulting
Solutions. This year, as a
freshman at Pace
University in New York,
majoring in Business
Administration, Amit Shah,
and his partner, Jwalit
Shah, developed a new
mobile app (application)
called UpdateMe Now,
which is about to take off
for smart phones.

Amit is the CEO and co-
founder and Jwalit is the
co-founder.

The software company is
in North Bergen, New
Jersey, and it’s name is
Triveni IT. The company
has a patent on all the algo-
rithms, the application, plus a trademark on the
names and slogans. “We’re legally protected,” he
said.  

“We actually figured out a way to make push
notification work on a sencha platform,” said Amit.

“We ended up being the first software company to
find out how to make push notification work on a
sencha platform from the mobile application stand-
point.” The process requires a push notification app

on your smart phone to
obtain the new technolo-
gy. 

The idea for the new,
mobile app, came from
his experience in high
school when he would
get updates on school
closings and delays dur-
ing inclement weather. To
get the latest information,
he would have to check
the school website multi-
ple times. 

“We had to check the
school district cancella-
tion website and I was
kind of annoyed that I
had to keep manually

checking for updates. So, what I decided to do, is
create an app that pretty much allows people to add
websites which they check for updates into an

Amit Shah points to a screen displaying his new
app called UpdateMe Now.    --photo by Rich Flaherty
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89-year-old East Fishkill volleyball
player a role model to teammates

Eliot Liang, right, receives a trophy and certificate from East Fishkill Recreation
Director Bill Green, center, and Volleyball  Coach Thomas Milholm, left, before a
recent game of the East Fishkill Coed Volleyball League. Liang, who will turn 90 in
May, plays with the league on Tuesdays and Sundays. Below, Liang serves during a
game. --photos by Kristine Coulter

WCSD parents
ask for armed 
school guards

By Melina Makris
WAPPINGERS SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT—“There’s no other option
but an armed officer in every
school all day.”

Those words, spoken by the
father of four Wappingers School
District students, echoed the senti-
ments of many of the parents who
spoke at a WCSD-sponsored com-
munity meeting on school safety
last week.

In spite of damp weather and sea-
sonal obligations, approximately
300 people turned out at the session
in the John Jay High School audito-
rium December 20. The meeting

Continued on pg 6 Continued on pg 5

John Jay spreads Christmas cheer ... page 13‘Hobbit’ leaves viewers hanging... page 1B

was called by district officials ear-
lier in the week in response to the
December 14 shooting at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut, that took
the lives of 20 children and six
educators.

“It’s not a good moment,”
Wappingers Board of Education
president Ved Shravah said upon
opening the meeting. “We are sad
and worried about our children’s
safety.”

In addition to Shravah and
Interim Superintendent of Schools
Marco Pochintesta, attendees at the
meeting included principals from
11 of the district’s 15 schools, a
number of assistant principals, cen-
tral office staff members, several
BOE trustees, school psychologists
and social workers, and representa-
tives of Fishkill, East Fishkill,
Wappingers, Poughkeepsie, county
and state law enforcement agen-
cies. 

To kick off the discussion,
Pochintesta outlined the changes
the district has made in the days
since the Newtown shooting, as
well as plans that are currently on
the table. He said he authorized
piloting a “panic button” type
buzzer system at Evans Elementary
several weeks before the incident
in Connecticut, along with the
installation of additional surveil-
lance cameras and a staff swipe-
card system. All the front doors of
every school have been locked
since early last week, requiring vis-
itors to show identification to a
monitor or greeter through the
door’s glass before gaining entry.
Most principals already conduct
security walk-throughs of their
buildings on a regular schedule
every day and law enforcement
officers are frequent visitors to
nearly every building. 

With Pochintesta’s promise that
officials were “well-disposed to

"Unless you can shoot
back, you’re not going to
be able to do much.”  

--WCSD parent Robert Scuderi

By Kristine Coulter
Staff Writer

There were two teams on the
volleyball court in the back
gymnasium at Van Wyck

Junior High School on Tuesday,
December 11. Before the game began
that evening, one player was honored.
That volleyball player was East
Fishkill resident Eliot Liang.

“Eliot’s our icon,” said East Fishkill
Recreation Director Bill Green before
the presentation of a trophy and cer-
tificate to Liang.

Liang will turn 90 years old in May.
“I would say volleyball is good for

all ages. It’s not too vigorous, not too
strenuous. You can play individually
and play with a team,” Liang stated.

East Fishkill Recreation Department
offers coed volleyball for its residents
on Tuesday evenings and Sunday
mornings (9-11 a.m.) at Van Wyck
Junior High School. 

“He’s as competitive as anybody
here,” said Thomas Milholm, volley-
ball league participant.  

Milholm said what really brought
volleyball to popularity was the
Olympics and beach volleyball.
Milholm has been playing volleyball
in the East Fishkill league for 15
years. There are different teams each
week. 

“The perfect night is when all the
games are close,” said Milholm. There
are approximately 30 participants in
the league, said Green.

Milholm described Liang as “a very
good server.” He said Liang “gets the
ball in the middle. That’s what the
middle person is supposed to do.”

Liang said he is in pretty good
physical shape.

Volleyball, he said, “keeps my body
in shape. Other than that, I just love
volleyball.” Liang used to play soccer,
tennis and racquetball.

The other players, said Liang, are
very courteous to him and try not to

collide with him.
“I think they’re a bunch of great

people,” said Liang.
Liang said the other players are

good to him. 
“They let me serve the ball closer to

the net,” he explained.
Milholm said, “We do have a spe-

cial rule here and there” where
Liang’s concerned.

Green had the idea to honor Liang
with a trophy and certificate. Green
said since Liang turns 90 in May, and
the volleyball season ends in March,
they decided to hold the ceremony
before his birthday.

“He’s so good. I love to see him so
enthusiastic,” Liang said of Green.

Hopewell Junction resident and vol-
leyball player David Kochler said
about Liang, “He’s a role model who

College entrepreneur develops new mobile app
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2013 Advertising Schedule

Southern Dutchess News
& Beacon Free Press

January
9 Martin Luther King Day ads
16 Bridal supplement
30 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
30 Super bowl ads

February
6 Valentine's Day ads 
13 President’s Week ads 
27 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

March
6 Travel Promotion ads 
13 St. Patrick's Day
27 Easter ads/Passover ads
27 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

April
10 Home & Garden supplement
24 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

May
8 Mother's Day ads
8 WCSD Festival of the Arts
8 Home & Garden supplement
22 Memorial Day ads
29 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

June
12 Home & Garden supplement
12 Father’s Day ads
26 July 4th ads
26 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

July 4th ads

July
3 Wappinger Falls Picnic in the Park
10 Home & Garden supplement
31 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

August
14 Dutchess Fair supplement
14 Back to School ads
21 Dutchess Fair supplement
21 Back to School ads
28 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
28 Labor Day ads
28 Back to School ads

September
4 Wappinger Community Day
11 East Fishkill Community Day
11 Home & Garden supplement
25 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
25 Octoberfest ads

October
2 Octoberfest ads
2 Columbus Day ads
9 Octoberfest ads
9 Home & Garden supplement
16 Octoberfest ads
23 Halloween ads
30 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
30 Election ads

November
6 Veterans Day ads
13 Thanksgiving Day ads
20 Thanksgiving Day ads
20 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

December
4 Holiday Gift Guide supplement
25 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
25 Happy New Year ads

Advertise for Memorials 4 weeks before date:
Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, July 4th, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.
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