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The Wright stuff
by Lori Moss

The spring season is underway at Manitoga/The RusselWright Design Center inGarrison, which means manyrewarding and exciting ways tobe become involved throughvolunteering.
Manitoga’s first 2008Landscape Volunteer Day onSaturday, March 29, was a greatsuccess. Arborist and ManitogaAdvisory Board member ChrisGalligan led volunteers in clear-ing out dead trees that increas-ingly litter the Manitoga land-scape as more hemlocks fall vic-tim to wooly adelgid infestation.As a boy, Galligan helpedRussel Wright with landscapework, an early learning experi-ence that led to a lifelong loveof the outdoors. Galligan wasjoined by arborist colleaguesChip Marks, Josh Maddox,Manitoga Woodland LandscapeCouncil Chairperson Katy MossWarner and Land and ManitogaLandscape Curator RuthParnall.

The second Volunteer Day willbe held on Saturday, April 19,when teams will conduct the inJune and other special programs.
continued on page 5

50¢ April 29-May 6, 2009
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‘Biggest yard sale in the county’ raises funds for Dutchess SPCA

Story and photos by Kate Goldsmith

In a tough economy, there’s plenty of
suffering to go around, particularly forthose who can’t speak for themselves.“Our shelter has seen an increase inabandoned and relinquished animalsbecause of the economic downturn,” says

Joyce Garrity, executive director of theDutchess County SPCA.One way the organizationmeets this challenge isthrough fund-raisingevents, such as lastweek’s Beacon Barks!and others year-round.Now in its third year,DCSPCA’s Yard Saletakes place May 1 to 3 atthe shelter, located onViolet Avenue in HydePark. Garrity claimsit’s the largest yardsale in Dutchess
County.

The public willfind a large selec-tion of offerings, allof which have
been donated to
the shelter. Pricesare determined bywhatever the
buyer is able to
donate.

According to
Leah Hapeman,
DCSPCA’s ani-
mal services
manager, “If youwant it, we’ve got
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BBoorrddeerr  LLiinneess

BEACON—Beginning
on Saturday, October 4, the

Howland Cultural Center will
present an exhibition of the

paintings of  twenty-five
remarkable artists, students of
the extraordinary artist-teacher
Andrew Lattimore.

The exhibition will hang from
October 4 through the 26, with
an opening reception on
Saturday, October 4 

from 3:00 - 5:00 PM to
which the public is invited to

meet the artists, experience
their marvelous work,

and share impressions
Cont on pg 2

Lattimore students exhibit
work at Howland Center

“Sunflowers in Blue” by Kate
Hoekstra

Blood
drive

The Rombout Middle School
in Beacon is hosting a blood
drive on October 6 from 2:15-
7:15 pm.  This community
service event, part of the Little
Doctors program of the New
York Blood Center, is organ-
ized by the middle school stu-
dents. Your donation will help
save a life.  For directions to
the Rombout Middle School,
visit the Beacon City School
District web site at www.bea-
concityk12.org.

Beacon
seniors

The Beacon Seniors will
meet October 1 at 7 p.m. at the
First Presbyterian Church, 50
Liberty Street , Beacon. 

Donuts and cider will be fur-
nished. New members are wel-
come. For detailed information,
call 831 -2532.

Howland 
coffeehouse 
On Saturday, October 4 at 8

p.m., The Howland Center
Coffee House will presents an
evening of Alectro-Americana
(folk, blues, and country)
music of Steve Kirkman and
friends. Steve is a North
Carolina native whose influ-
ences include Hank Williams,
Elvis Presley and Bruce
Springsteen. He has opened for
Richard Thompson, Ritchie
Havens, Steppenwolf, Jefferson
Starship, Procol Harum, and
Roger McGuinn. Steve is a
member of the Hudson Valley
musicians’ co-op, Tribes Hill,
and plays for the band, Hope
Machine. He recently played at
the Woody Guthrie Tribute at
the Colonie Cafe in
Woodstock. His latest CD is
titled “Roads”.

The Howland Cultural
Center is located at 477 Main
Street, Beacon. A $10 donation
is asked. Refreshments will be
available. Information: 831-
4988

Vendor
fair

On Sunday, October 5 from
12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall,
Townsend Avenue, a vendor
fair will take place to raise
funds for the Girl Scout house
in Beacon. Vendors will
include Tupperware,
Longeberger, Tastefully
Simple, Pampered Chef,
Beacon D’Lites, At Home
America, Avon, Lia Sophia,
Arbonne, Stamping Up, and
Discovery Toys. Lunch will be
catered by Papa Joe’s
Restaurant. 

Rummage 
sale

St. Joachim – St. John the
Evangelist Church will hold a
Garage and Rummage Sale at
St. Joachim’s gym on Leonard
St. in Beacon on Thursday, Oct.
2 from 10 am until 3 pm,
Friday, Oct. 3 from 10 am until

Continued on page 6

City’s spirit drives away rain at annual fete

Student-performed music brought out Beacon’s high spirits.

By Goldee Greene
Staff writer

BEACON—Neither clouds nor
rain stopped thousands of Spirit of
Beacon Day Parade marchers and
spectators from coming out to Main
Street on Sunday. 

With 62 units in the official lineup,
one of the largest in the parade’s 32-
year history took place.  As always,
unity and diversity were the overar-
ching themes.

“This is Beacon at its best!” said
WBNR announcer Brian Owens in a
live broadcast from Veterans Plaza.

Parade committee member Rose
Story expressed elation. “It’s really
wonderful how the community came
out in spite of the weather,” she said.
“We had a difficult call this morning:
at 5:30 a.m. you don’t know what
will happen.  But we had to make the
decision early to alert our fabulous
police, highway and public works
departments.”

Kudos were given to the City of
Beacon, volunteers and community
merchants for donating to this non-
city-sponsored event. “We couldn’t
do it without them,”  said Story.
“These in-kind services and mone-
tary contributions,  along with not-
for-profit organizations running
booths, allow this event to grow each
year.”  

Story also acknowledged Pete
Seeger,  who sang and played banjo
with schoolchildren during the
parade. “This was an added plus!”
she said.

Other event coordinators were Roy
Ciancanelli,  Rev. Michael
Dandridge,  Pastor Ricardo, Romy
Domoulin, Diane Sedore,  Bob Otter

and Nan Whittingham.  
“The rain didn’t dampen anyone’s

spirit,”  said Dandridge.
“No question about it,  this year’s

parade is bigger and better than ever,”
said Mayor Steve Gold.

Councilwoman Sara Pasti took an
optimistic tone. “The grayness of the
day made the floats, costumes,  bal-
loons and umbrellas seem even more
colorful than on a sunny day.”

“This is a great turnout,”  said
Danielle LaColla,  secretary of the
Beacon Business Association.

First,  second and third prize float
winners were Sargent School,
Beacon Boy Scouts and Clearwater,
respectively.

Nancy Siebert was named
Volunteer of the Year, as her family
stood proudly by.  She was honored
for her contributions to the the Girl
Scouts, as well as the Beacon
Historical Society,  and St. Francis
Hospital Auxilary.

Directly after the parade a large
crowd huddled under umbrellas as
Pete Seeger,  with other musicians
including percussionist Jeff Haynes,
performed an energized set.  As a
romantic prelude,  Beaconite Joe
Harmony got down on bended knee
and proposed to fiancee Kaeleigh
Beaham, on mike.  She accepted to a
wave of applause as he slipped an
engagement ring onto her finger. 

Seven-year-old Wyatt Rumpf of
East Fishkill grinned as he stomped
through puddles.  “Awesome!” he
said. “And all the rain made it more
fun!”

“This is my first time,  but I’ll be
back next year,”  said eleven-year old
Becky Zollner.

A shiny red antique firetruck was a bright spot on an overcast day.

Marchers from many different groups took part in the parade.

Above, this creature got a jump on Halloween during the parade.
Below...have umbrella, will enjoy parade. 

Just a few in the parade lineup
included the City Council, Beacon
Police,  Beacon Fire,  Beacon
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, elected
officials, most city churches, all city
schools, the Red Cross,  Mid Hudson
Animal Aid,  Cold Spring Fire
Company Pipe & Drum,  Comite Mi
Gente, Mount Beacon Incline
Railway Restoration Society,  and
other local fire trucks. 
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Connecting our Communities 

By Kristine Coulter

Staff Writer

FISHKILL AND EAST

FISHKILL- With recent economic

uncertainty, people are still taking

the time to think of others as this

year’s holiday season begins. 

“Anything we can do to help

those less fortunate than we are,”

said Beekman resident Elaine

Borsella. Borsella donated two

boxes of cookies for the East

Fishkill PBA food drive. The 10-

hour food drive was held outside

the A&P Supermarket on Route 82

in Hopewell Junction on Saturday,

November 15. 

“The first year was a great suc-

cess,” said PBA member Ryan

Angioletti. “We’ll probably be

doing this every year around the

same time.”

This was the second year the

PBA held a food drive. The food,

Angioletti explained, will go to

four local families and surround-

ing food pantries. Two families

will be presented with food for

Thanksgiving and another two

families will receive baskets

around the Christmas holiday. Last

year the EFPBA, which has

approximately 30 members, col-

lected enough food to donate to

four food pantries, Angioletti said.

That amounted to raising $10,000

worth of food. 

A recent survey commissioned

by Kraft Foods, found across

diverse economic backgrounds a

growing increase in food insecuri-

ty. According to the survey, nearly

half of the 1,000 people surveyed

said economic changes have

threatened their ability to provide

their families with nutritious, bal-

anced meals. Almost 45 percent

said recent economic conditions

have threatened their ability to

provide enough food for their fam-

ilies. The survey also found that 56

percent of people making $25,000

or less a year said they are more

likely to use a food pantry. 

“With the economic times the

way they are, we feel this is the

best way to give back to the com-

munity,” Angioletti said.

Nick Imperial of Hopewell

Junction donated to the food drive. 

“I think things are tightening up

economically,” Imperial said. “If

the police can contribute their

time, I can contribute something.”

The PBA handed out fliers with

lists of non-perishable foods that

would be accepted. Borsella said

the list of food made it easy to

shop for items to donate. Among

the food items listed on the hand-

out were: canned vegetables, cere-

al, cookies, spaghetti sauce,  paper

products, coffee and tea.

Thinking of others brightens

holiday season for everyone

East Fishkill PBA members Ryan Angioletti and Derrick Cuccia collect food and monetary donations to be

donated to local families, area food pantries and troops serving overseas. This is the second year the PBA has held

the holiday food drive. The drive was held in Hopewell Junction on Saturday, November 15. Below, bags of donat-

ed food partially fill a truck.                 
                  

                  
                  

                  
        photos by Kristine Coulter

“They got some food then, that’s

good,” said Ron Nursey of

Hopewell. He said the way the econ-

omy is going it will probably only

get worse.

Maria LaGrippo, also of

Hopewell, contributed a food dona-

tion to the drive.

She wanted to “help feed the hun-

gry people,” she said.

Angioletti said the families will

also receive gift cards. PBA mem-

Continued on pg 2

bers will purchase perishable food

items, such as the turkeys, closer

to the time when the families will

receive the food.

“Without the support of our

community we couldn’t make this

happen,” he stated. “It is unbe-

lievable how generous the people

are.”
Angioletti also thanked the

management of A&P, and

Hopewell E-Z Storage, which

donated a truck for the food that

was collected to be stored. 

“I think it’s really good because

there are young kids who aren’t as

lucky as we are and probably

won’t get toys they would like,”

said fifth grade student and mem-

ber of Cub Scout Pack 54

Matthew Carney.

Cub Scout Pack 54, which is

chartered by St. Mary Mother of

the Church Fishkill New York

Hudson Valley Council, collected

Toys for Tots on the weekend of

November 15 and 16. They set up

the toy drive to coincide with the

Mass schedule. 

“I learned that you feel good

when you give and not only when

you receive,” said Matthew about

what collecting toys helped him

to learn.
Ryan Carney, who is also a

Members of Cub Scout Pack 54 in Fishkill collected toys for the Toys for Tots program. The pack held the annu-

al toy drive collection at St. Mary Mother of the Church in Fishkill the weekend of November 15.

By Rich Flaherty

POUGHKEEPSIE -  Governor

David Paterson wants to trim $2

billion from the current state

budget that doesn’t expire until

March 31, 2009 in an effort to

shore up this year’s budget

deficit.
The budget axe includes

healthcare as well. The Hospital

Association of New York State

projects hospitals across the state

would lose about $772 million

over the next two years. That

could mean an impact to quality

of care and job losses.

“The cuts impact us too

deeply,” said Dave Ping, Vice

President of Stragetic Planning

and Business Development with

Health Quest, which operates

Northern Dutchess Hospital,

Vassar Brothers Medical Center

and Putnam Hospital Center.

Ping said Health Quest would

lose $864,000 in funding for the

2008/2009 operating year and

$4.9 million for the 2009/2010

fiscal year, not including the

Thompson House. “Coming on

line, we will see an increase in

the number of cases for charity

care,” he said. 

In 2007, Ping said Health

Quest absorbed $30 million in

uncompensated care as a non-

profit. “Medical groups can

choose not to take Medicaid or

the uninsured patients. We take

them all.” He said the cuts would

be “devastating” not only for

Health Quest, but also for Saint

Francis Hospital, Benedictine

Hospital, Kingston Hospital and

Saint Luke’s Cornwall Hospital. 

Ping said, “Our goal is quality

healthcare in the Mid-Hudson

Valley.” He said maintaining that

quality would be jeopardized

with the Governor’s proposed

state budget cuts. “More people

will be applying for uncompen-

sated care.”

He outlined three major prob-

lems with the proposed cuts.

“First, more difficulty to enhance

quality of care. Second, impact-

ing the ability to be an economic

engine and third, placing health-

care vs. education” in state budg-

et cuts.
“Hospitals across the country,

and particularly New York State,

are facing unprecedented chal-

lenges - and further cuts may

jeopardize our mission to provide

care,” said Beth Duffy, Senior

Vice President and Chief

Financial Officer at Saint Luke’s

Cornwall Hospital. “Costs for

pharmaceuticals, labor, technolo-

gy and energy continue to rise,

while reimbursement continues

to decline. At the same time,

health insurance companies in

the state continue to raise premi-

ums and post millions of dollars

in profits. This is a complex issue

that calls for serious dialogue.”    

Ping said the U.S. Chamber of

Commerce revealed the econom-

ic impact of healthcare. For

every dollar in revenue invested

in healthcare results in $3 com-

ing back to the local community

in Dutchess, Putnam and Ulster

counties. He said healthcare is

the “big driver of the economy in

the Hudson Valley.” About $1.8

billion to the whole community.

Ping said Health Quest is in the

process of coming up with

greater efficiencies including

electronic medical records, more

automation with new computer

systems, along with clinical and

financial information. 

Health Quest has won numer-

ous awards for cardiology,

women and children’s services,

as well as cancer treatment

accreditation. “We need to keep

that quality for people of the

Hudson Valley,” added Ping.

He said Health Quest will be

talking with local state lawmak-

ers to try and prevent the reduc-

tions. “This far outstrips the

biggest budget cuts for sometime

from the state,” added Ping.

“The red ink gets darker red,”

said Larry Hughes, spokesman

for Saint Francis Hospital. The

proposed state cuts would mean a

loss of $384,000 for the

2008/2009 fiscal year and a loss

of $1,533,000 for the 2009/2010

fiscal year. He said for every $1

in cuts, hospitals lose $2. The

state Medicaid cuts are tied to

federal Medicare cuts. 

He said the proposed cuts will

impact services and jobs. Many

people who come to the emer-

gency room are underinsured or

have no insurance. The hospital

is non-profit and absorbs the cost

when the public can’t afford to

pay for treatment. 

Saint Francis Hospital is at the

half-way point in a $10 million

uprade for its emergency room

and Level II Trauma Center. “Are

we going to have to skimp a bit

to get it completed?,” added

Hughes.

Area hospitals

feeling pain

of state cuts

Gov. wants to trim $2 billion from budget
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Features and Supplements
Bridal Section & Expo

It’s a Bridal Section in both the Southern
Dutchess News and Beacon Free Press AND
your advertisement of a quarter page or larger in
the section gets you a booth at the Bridal Expo a
week later. This year’s Expos are set on  and .
Ads of one-quarter page or larger receive a free
story on your business. The Expos will be held
at Arbor Ridge in Hopewell Junction. Reserve
your space early.

Healthy Lifestyles
Running on the last Wednesday of each month,
this supplement will place emphasis on a specif-
ic health topic with helpful information with a
local slant. In addition, columns from local pro-
fessionals ranging from dentists to physicians to
fitness specialists will all tackle issues of con-
cern to individuals of all ages.

Home & Garden
This section has been a huge hit for three years
and we’re making it even better for 2009.
Running on the second Wednesday of the month
in March, April, May, June, September and
October, this supplement is filled with helpful
information and gives you the opportunity to
connect with the most affluent homeowners in
Dutchess County. Ads of a quarter page or larg-
er will receive a free story and photo and those
running full-page ads in all six issues will quali-
fy for a free cover photo. Advertise in all six
supplements and receive a 20 percent discount. 

Holiday Gift Guides
We give you two opportunities to connect with
the most affluent shoppers in the county. The
first gift guide runs right before Thanksgiving
and Black Friday and the second one will let
you hit the “last-minute” people on Dec. 9.
Those running ads of a quarter page or larger
will receive a free “Top 10” gift list and photo. 

2009 Advertising Schedule
January
7 Super bowl ads
14 Super bowl ads
21 Super bowl ads

Bridal Expo
Healthy Lifestyles

28 Super bowl ads

February
4 Valentine's Day ads 
11 Valentine's Day ads 
25 Healthy Lifestyles

March
11 St. Patrick's Day Page

Home and Garden
25 Healthy Lifestyles

April
1 Easter
8 Home and Garden

Easter
22 Earthday
29 Healthy Lifestyles

May
6 Mother's Day Page
13 Home and Garden
20 Memorial Day ads
27 Healthy Lifestyles

June
10 Home and Garden
10 Summer Entertainment
24 Healthy Lifestyles

July
29 Healthy Lifestyles

August
12 Book your Fall Bridal Expo ads
early
19 Healthy Lifestyles

September
9 Home & Garden
30 Healthy Lifestyles

October
14 Home and Garden
28 Halloween Page
28 Healthy Lifestyles

November
4 Bridal Expo supplement
8 Fall Bridal Show
18 Healthy Lifestyles
25 Gift Guide

December
9 Gift Guide
16 On the Town
23 On the Town
30 On the Town
30 Healthy Lifestyles

*Approximate Dates


